THE ERNEST BECKER FOUNDATION PRESENTS



HEY THERE, KIDS/

I'M REAPY: THE LITTLEST
REAPER/ AND I'M HERE TO TAKE YOU
ON AN INFORMATIVE; ALBEIT MORBID,
JOURNEY INTO THE WORLD OF ERNEST
BECKER. IT'S GOING TO BE LOADS OF FUN;
AS LONG AS WE DON'T DIE BEFORE IT'S
OVER. I'M JUST SAYING,; THESE

WHAT'S THAT? WHO'S
ERNEST BECKER? WELL,
I'M GLAD YOU ASKED. READ
ON; FRAGILE MORTALS/




HERE'S FOUR THEMES FOUND IN BECKER'S PHILOSOPHY
ON WHY WE COMMIT EVIL ACTS; OR IN OTHER WORDS,
WHY WE SOMETIMES ACT LIKE BIG, FAT JERKS AND
SCREW UP THE WORLD EVEN MORE THAN IT ALREADY IS/

1. THE WORLD IS TERRIFYING! (DUH/)

2. THE BASIC MOTIVATION FOR HUMAN BEHAVIOR IS THE
NEED TO DENY OUR FEAR OF DEATH. (THAT'S MEY)

WAIT... IT GETS BETTER/

3. IN ORDER TO DENY
DEATH: (A) EACH PERSON
CREATES A CHARACTER
THAT IS A DEFENSE
AGAINST DESPAIR, AND
(B) EACH SOCIETY PRO-
VIDES A HERO SYSTEM
THAT ALLOWS THE INDI-
VIDUAL TO BELIEVE THAT
HE OR SHE MAY TRAN-
SCEND DEATH BY MAKING
A LASTING CONTRIBUTION
TO LIFE.

4. OUR HEROIC PROJECTS
AIMED AT DESTROYING
EVIL HAVE THE PARADOXI-
CAL EFFECT OF BRINGING
MORE EVIL INTO THE
WORLD.




R . A

TO BETTER UNDERSTAND WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO,
WE HAVE TO ADMIT THAT LIKE ANY ANIMAL, WE ARE
EQUIPPED WITH A BUILT-IN DEFENSE SYSTEM. AND A
BUNCH OF BRAINIACS EVENTUALLY ENDED UP CALL~
ING IT "FIGHT OR FLIGHT”. AND IT KIND OF WORKS
LIKE THIS; WHENEVER WE FEEL THREATENED, WE DO
ONE OF TWO THINGS...
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CRUISIN' FER
A BRUISIN;
BUSTER/

TOOK A SURVEY AND THEN WERE ASKED TO COMPLETE A SIMPLE




THE JUDGES ALL TOOK A SURVEY,
AGAIN; GROUP A TAKING THE NORMAL
SURVEY AND GROUP B RECIEVING THE
"DEATH REMINDERS”. THEN THEY WERE
ASKED TO SET THE BAIL AMOUNT FOR
A COMMON CRIME; SOLICITATION (THAT
MEANS BEING A HOOKER). GROUP A
SET THE BAIL AT THE USUAL AMOUNT,
BUT GROUP B, AFTER BEING INDUCED
TO FEEL THREATENED, SET THE AMO-
UNTS MUCH HIGHER! WHY? THE LADY
OF THE NIGHT DIDN'T REMIND HIM OF
HIS IMPENDING DOOM, BUT SHE GOT
PUNISHED FOR IT ANYWAY.
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THE NEXT EXPERIMENT GOES FURTHER THAN PA-
TRIOTISM AND TACKLES RELIGION! AFTER EACH
GROUP TOOK THEIR SURVEY (GROUP 8 RECIEVING

THEIR DEATH REMINDERS,; OF COURSE) EACH
GROUP NATURALLY REACTED TO THE SIMPLE TASK
OF NAILING NAILS INTO A WALL (WITH NO HAMMER

NEARBY: BUT A HANDY CRUCIFI) WITH WIDELY
( GROUP A APPROACHED THE TASK LIKE IT WAS JUST

DIFFERENT RESULTS.
ANOTHER DAY OF MINOR HOME REPAIRS, BUT YOU
CAN IMAGINE THAT GROUP 8 MAY HAVE WORRIED
ABOUT WHO MAY BE UP THERE, WATCHING THEM.
s  NOTHING LIKE A DEATH REMINDER TO BRING YOU
o CLOSER TO GOD; EH?

HAMMER? NO PROB-
LEMO! THANK 6OD T HAVE
THIS WEIRD CROSS-
SHAPED THING!

I MUST HAMMER THIS

NAIL AND ALL T HAVE S
THIS SYMBOL OF THE LORD!
IS IT WORTH AN ETERNAL

DOOM IN HELL?!




1S ONE IS A HOOT, BECAUSE IT'S LIKE A
o ACTICAL JOKE. WE ALL LIKE THOSE, DON'T
WED WELL, DEPENDS WHICH END YOU'RE ON:

THIS ONE INVOLVED PEOPLE POURING THE

AMOUNT OF HOT SAUCE THAT THEY WOULD MAKE A
. FRIEND DRINK AS A GAG (OR TO MAKE THEM GAG). AS
{ YOU CAN IMAGINE; GROUP A WAS A LOT NICER THAN

GROUP 8 AFTER THEY RECIEVED THEIR DEATH REMINDERS/

NOW WOULD BE A
GREAT TIME FOR
SOME PERSONAL
INTROSPECTION.
THINK ABOUT IT
FOR A SECOND;,
HOW MUCH HOT
SAUCE WOULD
YOUu POUR FOR A
LAUGH? WHAT IF
YOU FELT THREAT-
ENED? WHAT IF
YOU WERE FEELING
ATTACKED?




ANYWAY, GETTING BACK TO .
OUR EXPERIMENT, I'M GUESS- .\q,
i

ING THAT BY NOW YOUNE GOT A
PRETTY GOOD FEEL FOR HOW THINGS
TURNED OUT/ THE MORAL OF THE
STORY IS A BASIS FOR ERNEST
BECKER'S THEORIES. WHEN YOU ARE |
REMINDED OF JUST HOW MORTAL YOU -‘
ARE, THE WAY YOU WOULD NORMALLY 3».4,
HANDLE A SIMPLE TASK IS ALTERED.

YOU'LL WANT TO TEACH HARSHER

LESSONS,; LIKE HOW THE GROUP 8 JUDGES
HANDLED THINGS; OR YOU MAY CLING TO
SOMETHING LARGER;, LIKE PATRIOTISM OR
SUDDEN ATTACKS OF RELIGIOUS FERVOR, AND
YOU MAY EVEN WANT A SIMPLE PRANK TO
MAKE A LASTING IMPRESSION... ON YOUR
FRIEND'S SCORCHED AND BURNING TONGLE.

MORE! I

AW, JEEPERS! THY ENEMIES

NEED MORE!

THOUSAND HELLS/
BURN, BABY,
BURN/YY

PEP IN HIS STEP!
HYUK! HYUK/

HAAARA/L/
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ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS THINK ABOUT A MOMENT IN YOUR LIFE WHEN
YOU'VE FELT THREATENED OR ATTACKED,; AND FOR SOME REASON YOU
ACTED LIKE A BIG CRAZY WACKO/

THAT'S A OH YEAH?!

’
/ STUPID HAT, WELL YOUR __ @
FACE SMELLS
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THEN YOU CAN THINK ABOUT IT AND DRAW A COMIC ABOUT HOW YOU
COULD HAVE HANDLE IT IN A THOUGHTFUL, LESS KNEE-JERK KIND OF WAY...

IT'S MY NEW
THAT'S A ¥, LOOK! TT'LL 6ROW
@ — STUPD AT (0 ) N 9,
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU AND SEEING YOUR
COMICS! DON'T BE AFRAID, TELL YOUR STORY! WE'VE ALL
BEEN THERE AND WE'LL ALL BE THERE AGAIN, BUT THE
CLOSER WE LOOK AT OURSELVES AND THE MORE HONEST

WE CAN BE, THEN THE BETTER WE WILL UNDERSTAND OUR-

SELVES AND EACH OTHER.

THANKS FOR READING AND 600D LUCK OUT THERE!

www.ernestbecker.org



